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RUGGED REGISTER 

FROM  T HE  B ATTALION  COMMANDER  

Dear Family Members, Soldiers, and Friends of the Rugged Battalion, 

I hope that this letter finds each of you well.  It has been a few months since our last addition of the 
Rugged Register.  Weõve decided to go to publish the Register every other month while we are 
here at Fort Lewis.  This will allow us to continue the flow of information on a regular basis and 
ensure the content is relevant. 

Much has happened across the Battalion in the past few months.  In January, we mourned the loss 
of CPT Tatiana Nita.  Tatiana passed away on January 16th after a brave and difficult battle with 
cancer.  She epitomized what RUGGED Soldiers should be ð tough, courageous, determined and 
always standing up for what she believed in.  As our Physicianõs Assistant, Tatiana touched the life 
of just about every Soldier in the Battalion.  The Battalion held a memorial service in honor of 
Tantiana on January 22nd.  We were honored with the presence of her family.  We will miss her. 

It was great to see so many of you at the Battalionõs Winter Ball.  For those of you that didnõt at-
tend, our guest speaker was our honorary Command Sergeant Major, CSM(R) Dennis Bowers.  
CSM(R) Bowersõ remarks provided some great insights into leadership and balancing the demands 
of the Army and personal life.  Iõd like to say thank you to everyone that helped put the Ball to-
gether, especially CPT Kyle Hawes, our Ball Officer In Charge. 

On a very positive note, it now appears that the Battalion will not deploy until the summer of 
2011.  This is in keeping with the intent of the Chief of Staff of the Army that units will have a two-
year dwell between deployments.  After three deployments to Iraq, this is great news for the Sol-
diers and Families of the Battalion.  Although we arenõt on an imminent deployment, the coming 
months have much in store for the Battalion.  At the end of April, the Battalion will go to Yakama 
Training Center (YTC) for two weeks.  The purpose of this exercise is to train and refine the battle 
drills at the platoon level, as well as conduct demolitions and live fire ranges.  The Battalion ad-
vance party will depart on April 23rd with the main body of the Battalion traveling to YTC on 
April 26th. 

Upon our return from YTC, most of the Battalion will switch its focus to supporting Warrior 
Forge and training ROTC cadets, the next generation of Army leaders.  Warrior Forge will be 
conducted here on Fort Lewis to train ROTC cadets and is the largest exercise FORSCOM runs 
annually.  This mission will be the primary focus of the Battalion for the entire summer from May 
to August.   There will be a many long days throughout the summer supporting the training of the 
cadets to include weekends.  We are still in the process of flushing out all the details and the re-
quirements may continue to grow as Cadet Command and I Corps flush out the details associated 
with Warrior Forge. 

I would encourage everyone to stay in touch with your respective Family Readiness Group to stay 
abreast with the most up to date information.  Further, I encourage you to get involved and be 
active within the FRG. 

I wish you all the best and hope that you are enjoying our Spring weather. 

RUGGED! 

LTC JOHN BUCK 
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I NSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

14TH  ENGINEER BATTALION  



Renegade Soldiers, Families and Friends:   

     HHC experienced a significant shift in leadership over the last month.  CPT 
Patrick Vogt changed command with CPT James Warren  on 29 January, 2010.  
SFC Craig Brown assumed the position as 1SG of HHC as MSG Horiel moved 
up to the 555 EN BDE.  The Renegades would like to offer their thanks and 
appreciation to the command team of CPT Warren, Kathryn, and 1SG Horiel, 
for their support and dedication to HHC.   
     CPT Vogt, and his wife Liz, are excited to be here at Ft. Lewis, and to be on 
the Rugged and Renegade teams.  They come from a long tour at Ft. Leonard 
Wood, MO, and a short stint at 555 EN BDE.  They have a daughter, Saman-
tha, who is 5 months old.   
     HHC has been hard at work with mission support to the battalion, qualifica-
tion ranges, and Warrior Time Training. The company conducted a Safety 
Stand Down day on February 10th, covering topics such as winter/wet 

weather driving, domestic violence, and motor pool safety. Safety Stand down day gave 
the soldiers a refresher on the risk and hazards and what to be aware of in everyday life.   
     Our last FRG meeting on 18MAR10 was a huge success.  Thank you all for your 
participation and I hope you had a fun time bowling!  I appreciate everyone 
who showed interest in volunteering for positions in our company's FRG.  Our 
next meeting is on 6 April 2010, in the 14th EN BN Classroom.  Mrs. Erin 
Tarpley, the BDE FRSA, will give us a short briefing on what an FRG needs to 
be successful.  We will then vote on our new FRG leader, as well establish 
various other volunteer positions.  We will put out new information on Post 

events and opportunities, and discuss our near and long term training 
calendar.  I hope to see you all there.  Everyone's voice is important in 
this FRG, even if you do not plan on volunteering for any positions. 
 

Achievements: Congratulations to the following Soldiers on their commendable accomplishments: 

Promotions:  SGT Nunez, SGT Ekkela, SGT McCarthy, PFC Wiley 

Reenlistment:  SSG Garza 

Good Conduct Medal:  SFC Pagan, SFC Brown, SSG Everett, SSG Richter, SGT Dowling, SPC 
McKinney, SPC Hammonds  

Hails:  MAJ Baker, CPT Lao, CPT Pengelly, CPT Boateng, CPT Durham, SFC Pagan, SFC Boggs, SSG Carber, SSG Brownlie, SGT 
Cherry, SGT Michaels, SPC Ullerich, SPC Vanminsel, PV2 Wheeler 

Farewells: MAJ Dacunto, CPT Warren, SGM Robinson, 1SG 
Horiel,  SSSG Blanco-Garcia, SSG Richter, SFC Hutson 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANYHEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY  

1414THTH  ENGINEER BATTALION ENGINEER BATTALION  

Commander: CPT Patrick Vogt       First Sergeant: SFC Craig Brown             FRG Leader: Vacant 
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Thanks again for all your support to 
the company,  Renegades!    

CPT Patrick Vogt  
1LT Aaron Payne                                

Safety Stand Down Day 

Change of Command 
Radio Training 

HHC Ski Trip Battalion Winter Ball 

PFC Schoonover 

SPC Hammonds receives 



 

Forward Support Company - FURY 

Greetings Fury Family! There are a lot of changes going on 
around the company. We bid farewell to our Company First 
Sergeant, 1SG Corner and we welcome SFC Witten, who 
stepped up to take his place. We also welcomed our new Fam-
ily Readiness Group Leader, Mrs. Jennifer Villanueva. She did 
a great job hosting our March Company bowling party and is 
working hard to plan some other fun events. Please contact 
her at fscfrg14en2008@yahoo.com if you are interesting in 
helping out a little or a lot. 

Upcoming training highlights: 

Live Fire Range 1-2 April 2010 

Yakima Training Center 26 April ð 7 May 2010. Note, 
some Fury Soldiers will leave for Yakima on 23 April. 

Welcome to all of the new additions to the Fury Family. 
We look forward to meeting you at our next company 
event. 

FURY!  
CPT Robin Scott 
Robin.n.scott@us.army.mil 
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SPC Morgan Re-up! SPC Pitcher Re-up at the   
Seattle Space Needle! 

SPC Porch Promotion! SPC Clovis and SPC  Morgan 
WLC graduation! 

Fun times at the FSC 
FRG Meeting/ St. 
Patrick's Day     
Bowling Party. Please 
join us at our next 
event April 13th 2010. 
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22 ND  

CLEARANCE  

COMPANY   

FROM  THE  N EWEST R UGGED  

COMPANY .. . 

The Hooligan family is continuing to create the 
systems that will allow for training and prepare 
the company for deployment.  From road 
marches to prepare for the hills of Afghanistan 
to the Virtual Convoy routes of Iraq, the Sol-
diers from the 22nd are preparing for anything 
the Army can send their way. 

Hooligans, Rugged!!! 

CPT Sean Burnett  1SG Tracy Patterson 
Commander                          First Sergeant 

 

HOOLIGANS 

N EWSLETTER 

A REA  CLEARANCE  PLATOON  CONDUCTING  BRIDGE  

 AND  ROUTE  RECON  TRAINING  

1st Platoon conducting virtual convoy training  

3rd Platoon was finally added to the roles of 
the Hooligans.  Among the ranks of the Misfits 
of 1st PLT and Bad Voodoo from 2nd, 3rd will 
soon begin its own growing pains as they de-
velop into a cohesive fighting unit.  Welcome 
to the Company 3rd Platoon. 

The Hooligan Family Readiness 
Group is developing its own proc-
esses.  I would like to thank Mrs. Ei-
leen McWilliams for taking on the 
role of the 22ndõs FRG Leader.  A 
webpage on Facebook under 22nd 
ECC has been created that will allow 
all members of the Hooligan family 
to keep up to date on the latest and 

greatest.  Fundraisers, get togethers and 
just leave the kids with the Soldier par-
ties will be posted on the webpage.   



Happy Spring !!! The first quarter of 2010 has been both busy and rewarding for FIDO.  The 

training focus shifted from individual to team and squad collective training.  The company con-

ducted several weapons qualification ranges, building familiarization with our weapons systems 

and improving Soldier proficiency at Warrior Tasks.  The company demolitions range was a 

great success.  Each Sapper primed and detonated explosives and each squad conducted door 

breaching with silhouette charges. 

 The culminating training event of the quarter was the squad lanes situational training 

exercise in March.  Each of the companyôs six squads conducted four lanes which tested individual and squad profi-

ciency in several combat skills.  During the mounted lanes, FIDO Sappers demonstrated their expertise in several 

tasks, to include React to an IED, Recover a Disabled Vehicle and React to Near and Far Ambushes.  As part of the 

dismounted lanes, each Soldier boarded Blackhawk helicopters and executed an Air Assault into Leschi Town (an 

urban training site) and executed movement through urban terrain, Escalation of Force and utilizing surveillance and 

attack helicopter support.  Every Soldier performed his war time task with proficiency and fully enjoyed the experi-

ence of flying in helicopters.  What a blast! 

 Many Soldiers attended and completed schools this quarter, to include Combatives, Route Reconnaissance 

and Clearance Operations Course, Explosive Ordnance Clearing Agent, Warrior Leader Course, Senior and Ad-

vanced Leader Courses and many more.  Many Soldiers have enrolled in correspondence and college courses.  Keep 

up the good work and continue to seek self improvement through military and civilian education. 

     The FIDO team bid farewell to some exceptional Soldiers and leaders.  1LT Payne, 1LT Rogers, SFC Swan-

son, SSG Hughes, SSG Kovac, SSG Kennedy, SSG Sanders, SPC Bason, SPC Barrett D. and SPC Mills PCSd.  SPC 

Nye, SPC Barrett G. and PFC Perkins ETSd from the Army.  We would like to wish them all good luck and thank 

them for their contributions to this unit and our Soldiers.  Several new Soldiers were added to the FIDO team as 

well: 2LT Adair, 2LT Kennedy, 2LT Britton, SFC Arends, SGT Ellis, SGT Chavez, SGT Serini, SGT Shaffer, SGT 

Prybilla, SGT McCullough, SPC Peters, SPC Tamraz, SPC Bradley, SPC Sablan, SPC Jones, PFC Loniello and PVT 

Trappis .  Welcome to all these new Soldiers and their families. 

  

570th  SAPPER COMPANY570th  SAPPER COMPANY  
Company Commander: RICHARD T. CHILDERS      First Sergeant: ERIC E. GORDIUS  

  

PAGE 5 VOLUME 4, ISSUE 1 

  

30 MARCH 2010 


